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The American Consulate General in Jerusalem Announces

The 2017 Sport for Community Global Sports Mentoring Program
Application Deadline: October 14, 2016
The American Consulate General in Jerusalem and the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) is pleased to announce the 2017 Sport for Community Global Sports Mentoring Program (S4C). S4C is a month-long program from April 08, 2017 to May 11, 2017, and provides the opportunity for immersive mentorship where international emerging leaders working in disability/adapted sports are matched with leading professionals from some of America's top organizations in the fields. 
The focus of the 2017 S4C is to promote access and opportunity for people with disabilities through sport. Participants will create action plans to expand or initiate programs designed to increase participation in sports by people with disabilities globally. S4C supports the U.S. foreign policy goal of promoting human rights and removing barriers to create a world in which people with disabilities enjoy dignity and full inclusion.  

Disability sport is a growing field within the sports sector and entrepreneurship plays a key role in expanding it. International emerging leaders, who are dedicated to increasing sport participation by people with disabilities, will be matched with American mentors who will support them in developing their action plans and connect them with people and organizations that can help. 
S4C will use the momentum of mega-events like the Paralympic Games to provide emerging leaders working in disability sport globally with opportunities to: 

   Develop management and business skills to enhance their effectiveness professionally;

   Gain exposure to the U.S. sport management, systems, media, and non-profit sport environments;

   Establish lasting relationships with a global network of leaders in the sport sector; 

   Observe ongoing efforts in the United States to remove barriers and improve and expand opportunities for persons with disabilities to engage in sport; and

   Develop an action plan for a project that will contribute to long-term positive change, to be implemented after returning home.
Participant Qualifications 

· Candidates must be Palestinian residents of Jerusalem, the West Bank, or Gaza Strip.
· Candidates must be between the ages of 25 to 40 who demonstrate the drive and potential to directly improve access to sport for people with disabilities in their home country and beyond. 
· Involved in disability/adapted sport sectors including: Parasport; Special Olympics; deaf sport; coaching; Ministries of Sport; sport for development NGOs, sport marketing, sport journalism, or sport management;
· Candidates must be fluent in English (fluency in American Sign Language is required for deaf participants); 
· On a leadership trajectory within their respective organizations, confident, mature, self-motivated and driven towards exceptional success.

· Committed to sharing knowledge and acting as a change agent in home communities, and willing to participate in social media in support of the program during and after the exchange.
· Important Notes: 
· Participation in the program is contingent upon the applicant qualifying for a J-1 visa to the United States.
· Holders of American passports or U.S. green cards are not eligible to participate in this program.
Application Deadline and inquiries: 

Each applicant must submit the following no later than October 14, 2016:

· Current resume (CV);

· Basic biographical information;

· Details about the sport-related work in which he/she is engaged, the sector of his/her organization (e.g. private, public, NGO), his/her role within the organization, and contributions in disability sport;

· Information on what he/she hopes to learn from the mentoring experience and what his/her action plan may be;

· Description of his/her skills and personal interests; and 

· Letters of recommendation from external entities (optional).
For West Bank: Please send all application forms to the Cultural Affairs Specialist; Miral Siriani at jerusalemexchanges@state.gov.. 
For Gaza: please send your applications by email to gazaexchanges@gmail.com 
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