U.S. Consulate General – Jerusalem
in coordination with U.S. Embassy – Tel Aviv
Program Office:

Funding Opportunity Title:

Public Diplomacy Section of the U.S. Consulate in
Jerusalem and the Public Diplomacy Section of the
U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv
Strengthening Israeli-Palestinian Cooperation and
Capacity, Civil Society, Problem-Solving and
Negotiation Skills

Announcement Type:
Grant
Funding Opportunity Number:
PD-TLVJER-2018-002
Deadline for Applications:
May 9, 2018
CFDA Number:
19.021 – Public Diplomacy Programs - Investing in
People in the Middle East and North Africa
ELIGIBILITY
Eligibility is limited to local, international, and American not-for-profit organizations
based in Israel, Jerusalem, and the West Bank. The Public Affairs Sections of the U.S.
Consulate General in Jerusalem and the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv encourage
organizations focused on Israeli-Palestinian cooperation in general, with a preference for
proposals to conduct activities in East and West Jerusalem, to submit proposals for an
implementation period of 18 months maximum.
Cost Sharing or Matching
Preferable cost sharing.
Other Special Eligibility Criteria
Not Applicable.
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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Public Affairs Sections (PAS) at the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem and the
Embassy in Tel Aviv are pleased to continue a biannual competition for a grant through
this Request for Proposals (RFP). The U.S. Consulate General and U.S. Embassy invite
Palestinian and Israeli non-profit/non-governmental organizations across a variety of
sectors to submit proposals for implementation in Jerusalem, the West Bank and Israel
that incorporate Israeli-Palestinian cooperation to build civil society capacity or to
strengthen problem solving and negotiation skills. Each award made under this
announcement may not exceed $24,999.
II. BACKGROUND
This initiative focuses upon two main strategic goals.
#1: The first is to strengthen Palestinian and Israeli cooperation based upon a
foundation of shared practical interests and to strengthen civil society capacity on
both sides through mutually beneficial projects which encourage innovation and
economic growth.
#2: The second is to support and facilitate joint efforts to strengthen problem
solving and negotiation mechanisms, particularly in East and West Jerusalem,
where Israelis and Palestinians live side by side.
Scope of Work:
The work plan should identify clear problems related to the strategic goals described
above, and propose feasible solutions based on a concrete, coherent methodology to
address the problem identified. We encourage proposals that show creative, innovative,
unique approaches to addressing the problems identified.
We will give special consideration to proposals which incorporate the following elements
as techniques or tools for meeting the two strategic goals identified above:






Alumni of U.S. government programs and exchanges or of USG funded IsraeliPalestinian cooperation projects. This could include building upon previous
programs or launching new initiatives with alumni from past projects.
Organizations which focus on mentoring and building capacity in new partners or
civil society groups with whom the U.S. government has not previously
cooperated.
Cooperation between an Israeli organization and a Palestinian organization in
project implementation.
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Funding Priorities
The Public Diplomacy Sections of the Consulate General in Jerusalem and the U.S.
Embassy in Tel Aviv seek to fund non-governmental organizations in Jerusalem, Israel
and the West Bank, with special consideration for local grassroots organizations without
prior USG funding.
III. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
Eligibility is limited to not-for-profit organizations. This requirement applies to both
recipients and sub-recipients, if any are included. Organizations that have not previously
received American program funding from the USG are encouraged to apply under this
announcement (see “Eligibility” on page 1). Applications that propose cooperation
between an Israeli organization and a Palestinian organization will be given higher
priority.
Applicants are not required to include funding from other donors. However, applications
that include additional in-kind and/or cash contributions from non-U.S. Government
sources will be more competitive, since cost-sharing demonstrates a strong commitment
to the planned activities and will be considered to show great cost effectiveness.
For information on our Public Diplomacy Programs please go to:
http://jerusalem.usconsulate.gov/
https://il.usembassy.gov/education-culture/grant-programs/
IV. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION
Award Period: 6-18 months
Award Amount: Funding level is anticipated to consist of $50,000 from the U.S.
Consulate General in Jerusalem and $50,000 from the Embassy in Tel Aviv for a total of
up to $100,000. Awards will be given for proposals up to $24,999, with a minimum
amount of $1,000.
Award Type: Awards may be written as fixed amount awards, standard grants, or
cooperative agreements. The award type will be determined based on the nature of the
proposals selected for funding. Please note that fixed amount awards are appropriate
when costs are highly predictable, and cooperative agreements are appropriate when there
will be substantial involvement by the U.S. government in project implementation.
Awards that do not fit either of these categories will be issued as standard grants.
Application Submission Process: Applicants must submit proposals electronically
copying both JerusalemPDJApplications@state.gov and TelAvivGrants@state.gov.
Please send questions relating to this grant announcement to both
JerusalemPDJApplications@state.gov and TelAvivGrants@state.gov.
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Optional Information Session for Applicants: Interested applicants are invited to
attend an optional information session on Tuesday, April 17, 2018, at 2:00 pm at the
American Center in Jerusalem, located at 19 Keren HaYesod Street. We strongly
encourage prospective applicants to attend and raise any questions regarding proposals,
process, and selection. Please RSVP to Jackie Stein at SteinJX@state.gov.
Application Deadline: All applications must be submitted on or before 17:00 on May 9,
2018. Begin the application process early, as this will allow time to address any
difficulty that may arise in advance of the deadline.
Application Content: Applicants must follow the RFP instructions and conditions
contained herein and supply all information required. Failure to furnish all
information or comply with stated requirements will result in disqualification from
the competition. Applicants must set forth full, accurate, and complete information as
required by this RFP.
The proposal application packet must consist of the following:
Part 1 - Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424):
This includes three forms – the SF-424, the SF-424-A, and the SF-424-B. These forms
can be found on the Consulate General’s website at:
https://jru.usconsulate.gov/education-culture/small-grants-program/. You can either fill
in the forms by hand or fill them in on your computer. The forms need to be scanned and
submitted with the rest of the application packet.
Part 2 – Grant Application Form:
Please complete each section of the attached application form.
Part 3 – Budget Forms:
Please complete the attached budget spreadsheet and budget narrative forms.

V. AWARD SELECTION CRITERIA
Consistent with the federal grant regulations, the Department reserves the right to give
priority for its funds to local organizations that engage in outreach to improve the
attitudes and perceptions of the Palestinian and Israeli publics toward U.S. principles,
people, and culture.
Evaluation Criteria: Applicants should emphasize the following criteria, listed in
priority order:
Israeli-Palestinian Organizational Cooperation: Proposals that demonstrate
cooperation between an Israeli organization and a Palestinian organization in
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implementing the proposed work plan will be given higher priority in the selection
process.
Shared Interests: Projects should emphasize shared interests as a tool to promote
cooperation and specify concrete outcomes where possible for all participants.
Project Goals/Implementation Plan: Applicants must demonstrate an ability to identify
a need and produce an outcome. The project goals and implementation should be
consistent with USG values and Mission goals.
Organizational Capability: Proposals should demonstrate the ability to develop and
implement the project. Applicants must demonstrate how their resources and staff,
capabilities, and experience will enable them to achieve the stated goals and objectives.
In addition, applicants should describe how and with whom they will collaborate to meet
project goals. The application must distinguish all key partners and organizations that
will be involved in program.
Budget: Develop an appropriate, reasonable, and cost-effective budget that takes into
consideration all potential program costs. Cost sharing/matching is not required, but will
contribute positively toward cost-effectiveness. Please note that money from other USGfunded agreements cannot be used to match funding from this award.
VI. AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION
Award Notices: The grant award agreement shall be written, signed, awarded, and
administered by the Grants Officer. The Grants Officer is the Government official
delegated the authority by the U.S. Department of State Procurement Executive to write,
award, and administer grants and cooperative agreements. The assistance award
agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the Recipient through
traditional mail, facsimile transmission, or scanned document. Organizations whose
applications will not be funded will also be notified in writing.
Anticipated Time to Award: The U.S. Consulate General and the U.S. Embassy will
strive to conclude negotiations and finalize grant awards to successful applicants as
quickly as possible, with a goal of finalizing awards within three months after the
application deadline. This anticipated timeline does not constitute a guarantee by the
Government nor an obligation to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission
of proposals. The U.S. government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals
received.
Reporting Requirements: Grantees are required to submit quarterly program progress
and financial reports throughout the project period. Progress and financial reports are due
30 days after the reporting period. Final programmatic and financial reports are due 90
days after the close of the project period. Progress reports at a minimum should be
submitted via electronic mail to an address to be provided in the award.
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Branding: As a condition of receipt of this assistance award, all materials produced
pursuant to the award, including training materials, materials for recipients or materials to
communicate or promote with foreign audiences a program, event, project, or some other
activity under this agreement, including but not limited to invitations to events, press
materials, event backdrops, podium signs, etc., must be marked appropriately with the
standard U.S. flag in a size and prominence equal to (or greater than) any other logo or
identity, unless a specific waiver for this branding requirement is granted. Sub-recipients
and subsequent tier sub-award agreements are subject to the marking requirements and
the recipient shall include a provision in the sub-recipient agreement indicating that the
standard, rectangular U.S. flag is a requirement.
In the event the recipient does not comply with the marking requirements as established
in the approved assistance agreement, the Grants Officer Representative and the Grants
Officer must initiate corrective action.
VII. DISCLAIMER
If a proposal is selected for funding, the Department of State has no obligation to provide
any additional future funding in connection with the award. Renewal of an award to
increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the total discretion of the
Department of State.
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